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NOTICE OF UTILITY RATE INCREASE
DUE TO KING COUNTY RIGHT-OF-WAY RENTAL FEE/TAX

On November 7, 2016, the King County Council passed Ordinance 18403 which, if implemented, will result in
significant increases to your utility rates. The Ordinance requires public and private utilities providing electric, gas,
water, and sewer services to pay rent to the County for the right to use County right-of-way (streets and roads). On
October 23, 2017, nearly a year after the Ordinance was adopted, King County’s Facilities Management Division
(FMD) issued a draft rule to implement the Ordinance. After going through a public comment process, FMD adopted a
final Rule on December 29, 2017. Information about the Rule can be found at the following website:
http://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/facilities-management/real-estate-services/public-rule-proposal.aspXx.

Valley View Sewer District provides sewer utility services in your area. The District is part of a group of 21 water-
sewer districts in King County that have actively opposed King County’s adoption of Ordinance 18403 and the Rule
which the District believes seeks to impose an unlawful and unauthorized rental fee/tax on the District’s customers. The
rental fee/tax is regressive in nature and will result in increases in your monthly sewer bill. Please note that on January
25, 2018, King County filed a lawsuit against the District and 20 other water-sewer districts seeking to have the
Ordinance and Rule validated by the court. The group of water-sewer districts intend to defend against King County’s
lawsuit and assert their own counterclaims that the rental fee/tax is unlawful. If you are concerned with this rental
fee/tax, we encourage you to contact your King County Councilmembers.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. How Does the County rental fee/tax impact you?

Because Valley View Sewer District owns and operates sewer mains within King County right-of-way, the
District will be subject to this new rental fee/tax. The District’s current utility rates do not include this
additional fee/tax which must be passed on to the end-user. For example, if you are a District customer,
according to the County’s calculations your monthly sewer bill could increase by $5 per month. Further,
you should expect similar increases in your water, gas and electricity bills. This new rental fee/tax will
primarily impact residents in unincorporated King County. However, residents within local cities may see
increases to their utility bills, depending on how their utility providers elect to allocate this cost amongst their
customer base.

2. Where will the money raised by this new rental fee/tax go?
The District understands the rental fees/taxes will be deposited into the County’s General Fund and may be
used for purposes other than road maintenance, such as funding criminal justice programs. According to
County records, the rental fee/tax will generate $10,000,000 per year in additional revenues for King County’s
General Fund if the program is fully implemented.

3. When will this new rental fee/tax take effect?
The Rule went into effect on January 29, 2018. The District will seek to delay the imposition of the rental
fee/tax until such time as the court has ruled on the validity of the Ordinance and Rule.

4. What can you do?
The District recommends contacting members of the King County Council to share your thoughts about this
new rental fee/tax.
District 5. dave.upthegrove@kingcounty.gov (A sponsor of the Ordinance)
District 8. joe.mcdermott@kingcounty.gov

Thank you for your help to keep your sewer utility rates as low as possible!
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